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Together Everyone Achieves More  

Editor’s Note
Our paper is more than just a way to 

give students the news. Our paper helps us 
to get to know one another. For example,  
we included an article about our new 
Science teacher Mr. Durich because it gives 
him a chance to introduce himself to 
students he may not teach and staff he may 
not have yet met. 

Albert Einstein once said, “A person 
who never made a mistake never tried 
anything new.” I have made many mistakes 
constructing this newspaper, but I have 
learned much. I am excited that I am one of 
the editors of the newspaper, and I hope 
you enjoy your summer vacation!

-Samantha Weddermann

Welcome Spring! Mrs. Feerar’s Art Club 
students touch up our planters in 
preparation for planting blooms.

SGA members gather after sprucing 
up the grounds.



SGA Conducts Canned Vegetable 
Food Drive
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Thank you once again to our SGA for leading the way and showing us just 
how easily we can come together to “grow” a garden of generosity and kindness!!  
In just over one week, students collected over 430 cans of nutritious vegetables to 
restock bare shelves at the West End Food Pantry. Together everyone truly 
achieves more!



Getting to Know: Mr. DeVivo
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I interviewed Mr. Devivo 
because he did something new and 
different this year -- he combined 
the 7th grade band and the 8th 
grade band! “I am getting students 
ready to go over to the high school 
band because all the grades, 9-12, 
play together. I also did this 
because it makes a larger band 
which makes a larger sound.” 

Mr. Devivo also shared the 
band’s goals for this year, which 
include  “to have two highly 
successful concerts, to learn fun 
pep songs used for field day and 
the high school football games, to 
get 7th graders interested in the 
8th grade band, and to prepare 8th 
graders for the high school band.” 

Mr. Devivo and PVMS band members recently lent a 
helping hand at the West End Food Pantry.

Many students wondered 
what events the band planned for 
the school year. This year, our  
band will perform at Field Day, 
concerts, the Special Olympics 
Clap-Out, and when our 8th 
graders move up to the high school 
at the end of the year. 

Mr. Devivo and our PVMS 
band work hard, have fun and 
mostly make us PV proud! 

-- Samantha Weddermann

“... a larger band 
makes a larger 
sound.”
-- Mr. DeVivo



Special Olympics Clap Out

The Special Olympics took 
place on Thursday May 9th. PVMS 
Olympians were lead out by a 
building wide clap to show our 
support and appreciation.

 Students and teachers created 
colorful banners to celebrate our 
students, and the PVMS band played 
as Olympians proudly walked around 
the upstairs and downstairs of the 
MS before heading over to the HS.  

We proudly salute our PVMS 
Special Olympians: Dylan, Kambryn, 
Scott, Jaywaun, Jacob, James, Gabe, 
Tori, Kailya, Rachael and Devin -- 
you make us PV proud!

Cheeers fill the D hallway!

8th Graders show their support!

Diversity Club shows our Olympians the love with a truly inspirational  display!
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Bear Happenings
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Ecology Club members receive  the Tree Station award for the best score at 
the Monroe County Junior Envirothon on May 14.

The Monroe County Junior Envirothon Competition hosts 
local schools annually to compete and test students’ knowledge of 
the environment. Congratulations to our PVMS Ecology Club 
and a special thanks to Ecology Club advisors Mrs. Hill and Mrs. 
Priebe not only for their dedication to the Ecology Club but to 
our environment as well.

PVMS Ecology Club Receives Jr. Environathon 
Award

The PVMS Chorus did an amazing job performing at their 
Spring Concert on Monday, May 6th. Thank you to our chorus 
members and directors; you make us PV proud.



In April, Easton High School 
held a Spring Challenge 
Competition… essentially an Olympics 
for readers! Each team had to be be 
familiar with books from a lengthy 
list. Teams answer questions related 
to the books, like a quiz show for the 
well-read!

Congratulations to all of our 
PVMS participants: 

Hannah Akob
Ashley Alexis
Karina Bernatowicz
Lindsey Birnbaum
Kaitlyn Bond
Madison Brooks
Gwenyth Congdon
Jordin Fleming
Jaclyn James
Trista Keller
Alyssa Kroeger
Kara Miller
Victoria Moscicki
Oluwafeola Olaniyan
Samantha Wedderman
  Keep up the good work 

and keep on reading!     

● The following students represented PVMS at the Junior Tech Leaders 
Program at the Colonial Northampton IU20 on  June 4th:

7th Grade Students:
Mark Burke
 
8th Grade Students:
Sara Dishong
Alyssa Foster
Justin Hernandez
Chandra Jacobs
Nathaniel Makowski

Bear Happenings
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Did You Know?
According to a Renaissance 

Learning 2016 study, between 
kindergarten and twelfth grade, 
students with an average daily 
reading time of 30 or more minutes 
are projected to encounter 13.7 
million words! Open that new summer 
book today!
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PVMS Students Place at 
NPCTM Competition

The Diversity Club members 
and Senora Santiago held their 
year end fiesta on Wednesday, 
May 15th.

On Thursday, May 23rd 2019, 14 

PVMS students, led by Mrs. Brouse 

and Ms Squindo, travelled to Johnson 

College in Scranton, Pennsylvania to 

compete in the  The Northeastern 

Pennsylvania Council of Teachers of 

Mathematics (NPCTM) Math 

Competition.  

Students met during 10th period 

for several weeks to prepare. During 

the competition, our students were 

placed on teams with students from 

schools across Northeastern 

Pennsylvania to complete four tasks, 

each lasting 20 minutes. The tasks 

included a set of problems to be 

solved individually, two sets of team 

problems to be solved collaboratively 

(one of which was on a specific 

announced topic), and the final task 

was a relay race where each student’s 

answer provided a key piece of 

information in the following 

student’s problem. (Continued next 

page…)

Samantha Weddermann, Samantha Carey and Ben Fannelli 
(first place!) shine at local math competition.  



Our middle school team did 

an amazing job throughout the 

competition, showing not only their 

exceptional math skills but also  

their leadership and interpersonal 

skills within their teams.  

NPCTM Math Competition 
(continued)

Earning medals at the 

competition were Samantha 

Weddermann, whose team placed 

third; Samantha Carey, whose team 

placed second; and Benjamin 

Fannelli, who was a member of the 

first place team. Wow! The students 

all enjoyed the day of challenges and 

made us all PV proud.

Representing Pleasant Valley Middle School were:  William Bruckman, Samantha Carey, Benjamin 

Fanelli, Cai Harris, Alexis Mellet, Samantha Murgolo, Michael Pomilio, Anthony Rotundo, Kassidy Shupp, Blake 

Walters, Samantha Wedderman, Olivia Zagroba, Hannah Zarate, and Madeline Zipp. 
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Getting to Know: Mr. Durich 
Mr. Durich is the new team 8V science teacher. He just 

graduated from Bloomsburg University, and he has a lot of exciting 
things planned for this year including fun, hands-on labs with the 
students. 

Mr. Durich loves being a science teacher.  “I really enjoy 
everything about science. What really got me into science was 
learning about outer space when I was little.”  Way to follow your 
dreams, Mr. Durich! 

If he could have one superpower, Mr. Durich would choose 
super strength.  His hobbies include hunting and fishing.

 He also loves working at PVMS. “I love working with kids and 
seeing them excel each and every day. I really love being here and 
really enjoyed getting to know all of the students and staff.” Thank 
you and welcome Mr. Durich!

-- Samantha Weddermann

“What really 
got me into 
science was 
learning about 
outer space 
when I was 
little.”

 -- Mr. Durich
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Soccer season comes to an end for Pleasant Valley girls, but both of the 
middle school teams had seasons to remember. As the season started in 
mid-March, 32 girls came out to show their skills on the soccer field. They 
made it through tryouts and weeks of practices and games to finish the 
season undefeated!

The A team finished the season with a record of 15 wins and 0 losses. 
They scored 111 goals throughout the season and only gave up 2 goals. They 
were strong in all aspects of the game, limiting opposing teams to less than 2 
shots per game and posting 13 shutouts. Two games that stand out were a 
9-0 thrashing of Pocono Mountain East and an exciting 3-1 win over 
Nazareth to end the season.

Players on the A team consisted of Rachel Baez, Makayla Berry, Kristen 
Chong,Trinity Dalrymple, Madison Fava, Kristen Ferris, Riley Green, Helene 
Hansen,Katelyn Honadel, Paige, Janiszewski, Hailey Klein, Danielle Lucchese, 
Emma Meyers, Ella Muir, Jenny Schneider, Brooke Slamiak, Aryn Stivala, and Kat 
Wichman.

The B team was equally successful ending the season with 13 wins, 0 
losses, and 1 tie. They did not allow a single goal all season with the tie being 
a 0 to 0 tie. They scored a total of 61 goals for the season and also posted 13 
shutouts. Those are some incredible stats for some close games including a 
1-0 win over Pocono
Mountain East and a 1-0 win over Stroudsburg. 

Girls participating on the B team included Makayla Berry, Brianna 
Bruckman, Chelsea Colonna, Trinity Dalrymple,Adrianna Garcia, Julia Gower, 
Mackenzie Hazleton, Paige Janiszewski, Ashley Kovacs, Jasmine Kugler, Mya 
Manigo, Anna Morton, Alexis Peters, Isabella Rolleri, Brooke Slamiak, Ashley 
Stewart, Esmerelda Telles, Arianna Werkheiser, and Kat
Wichman.

PVMS Girls Soccer:                                         
A Season to Remember!
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SGA members gathered May 15 to spring clean 
our planters and plant colorful spring blossoms. 
Well done!    
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Congratulations to  Kara Miller 
and Madeline Worden for an 
amazing officer campaign and for 
their dedicated service to the SGA.

  The 2019-2020 Student Council 
year will prove to be a wonderful year 
of outreach and leadership.  Thank 
you SGA for all you do throughout the 
year to support our communities!

Our SGA recently participated 
in  collecting donations for the Jared 
Box.  The Jared Box provides care 
packages to young hospital patients to 
lift their spirits and ease their fears 
during their hospital stay.  The SGA’s 
drive ran from May 1 through May 10, 
and various games were donated to 
our local children’s hospital.  Way to 
go SGA! 

 2019-2020 SGA Officers

President Kara Miller
Vice President Debbie Luna
Treasurer: Phillip Dimmick

SGA News

SGA members volunteered on Saturday, April 
18  at the West End Field pantry.  



PVMS POETRY SHOUT!

Poets and artists alike came together on May 21 for the  2nd Annual 
PVMS Poetry Shout. Students, staff, and family shared and appreciated 
original works of poetry and visual art. The PVMS Jazz Band was on hand to 
help set a cool, yet festive  mood.  A great big “thank you” to Mrs. Gibb and 
everyone involved for making this wonderful celebration of student creativity a 
huge success!
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Cool jazz to accompany great poetry and awesome 
art!



NJHS 8th Grade Semi Formal 

Our girls take a well-deserved 
refreshment break.

Looking fab and ready for fun!

Making PVMS memories with great friends!
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NJHS 
● Our NJHS hosted a Teacher 

Appreciation Breakfast for 
our very own educational 
rockstars on Thursday May 
9th.  Thank you to all of our 
fantastic PVMS teachers!

2019-2020 NJHS Officers  
 
President Emily Shupp
Vice President Emily Garbacz
Secretary Brianna Shupp
Treasurer Dakoda Lucas
Activities Coordinator Sarah Casserly
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● NJHS members visited wildlife sanctuary Hawk Mountain on 
June 3rd.  Students learned about the organization’s mission -- to 
conserve birds of prey worldwide  -- and were amazed by nature’s 
stunning beauty. Sounds like a great destination for a summer day 
trip! For more information on Hawk Mountain, visit 
www.hawkmountain.org.



PVMS Musical Club Stages Peter Pan
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This year the musical Peter Pan was directed by Mrs. Reborchick 
and held on  on May 3rd and 4th. Students performed the play in the gym 
3 times! “As usual. I think the students did a phenomenal job.” shared Ms. 
Reborchick.

Of course, there were plenty of silly moments which kept the 
audience laughing. Acrobatics and duels between characters had  
audience members enthralled. This year’s production was dedicated to 
Mrs. Gougher, who either directed or acted as an assistant director for 
both fall and spring productions for 22 years!

Mrs. Reborchick enjoyed working with the actors and actresses, and 
she will be helping with next year’s musical. Her advice for future actors 
and actresses is simple: “Always have fun!”

-- Lorelai Simpson

Congratulations to Cast and Crew for an Amazing 
Production!

Frederick Jarder, Alexia Piel, Devin Norlander, Paris 
Palmer, Christopher Wiener, Nathaniel Makowski, Keegan 
Wills, Gretchen Finkbeiner, Rebecca Ramos, Mattison 
Hyland, Anessa House, Jillian Balbuena, Alina Bezenyan, 
Michael Baldwin, Ashley Alexys, Sarah Ballek, Madeline 
Zipp, Ziara Marshall, Lindsay Mann, Reina Ortiz, Hailee 
Snyder, Hannah Zarate, Kaya Maciejewski, Gwenyth 
Congdo, Kaelin Alicia, Gabriella Schwartz,Anessa 
Pritzos, Gary Gawron, Tyler Burns and Emily Vasquez.



News From The Main Office 
Students Last Day of School Friday, June 7
 

Bear Times Staff
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Lorelie Simpson
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Assistant Principal
Josephine N. Fields
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